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Message from the Executive Director and the President

Welcome to the 2026 HMBANA International Donor Milk Conference. Under the theme of "The 

Milk Banking Ecosystem: Standards, Systems, and Science," we embark on enriching discussions, 

networking opportunities, and shared learning. Our agenda boasts a lineup of expert speakers 

poised to share the latest breakthroughs and insights and exceptional poster presentations.

With 200+ attendees, including lactation consultants, nurses, researchers, milk bank staff, and 

physicians, this conference promises to be a valuable opportunity for collaboration and learning.

Thanks to the Mothers' Milk Bank of the Western Great Lakes team for hosting the milk bank 

mingle. We also couldn’t do this without our exhibitors, sponsors, content experts, volunteers, 

board, and staff who have contributed their time and expertise to this event. Thank you.

We look forward to engaging with you further throughout the conference. Welcome!
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MONDAY, APRIL 20 Functions are in the Guggenheim Ballroom unless noted otherwise

7:00 am – 8:00 am	 Registration is Open (The Studio Room)

7:00 am – 8:00 am	 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors (Louvre & Grand Foyer)

7:00 am – 5:00 pm	 Exhibits are Open (Grand Foyer)

8:00 am – 8:10 am	 Welcome Remarks – Lindsay Groff, MBA, HMBANA Executive Director

8:10 am – 9:05 am	 The Commercialization of Infant and Young Child Feeding
			   Nigel Rollins, MD, FRCPCh, Health Queen’s University Belfast 
			   & Former Scientist at WHO	

9:05 am – 9:35 am	 Federal State of Play for Human Milk Banking – Rachel Motley, BA, Raben

9:35 am – 9:50 am	 Q&A with Nigel Rollins and Rachel Motley

9:50 am – 10:20 am	 Morning Break with Exhibitors (Grand Foyer)

10:20 am – 10:50 am	 Nobody is Coming to Save Us: Strategic Imperatives in a New Era
			   Clifton Kenon, Jr, DNP, MSN, IBCLC, FAWHONN, FANN, NYU Rory Meyers 	
			   College of Nursing

10:50 am – 11:20 am	 Conceptualizing the Commercialization of Human Milk: 
			   A Concept Analysis
			   Heather Rusi, RN, MHDFS, MIHMEP, University of Calgary

11:20 am – 11:50 am	 Economic Evidence for Human Milk Feedings in Very Preterm Infants in 		
			   the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
			   Tricia Johnson, PhD, RUSH University Medical Center

11:50 am – 12:05 pm	 Q&A with Clifton Kenon, Heather Rusi and Tricia Johnson

12:05 pm – 1:05 pm	 Lunch, Time with Exhibitors & Poster Session (Louvre & Grand Foyer)

1:05 pm – 1:10 pm	 Group Photo (location will be announced)

1:10 pm – 1:20 pm	 Family Story with London Carroll, Rachel Caputo and Tim Carroll

1:20 pm – 1:50 pm	 Shifting Narratives, Culture, and Community Engagement in 
			   Human Milk Banking
			   Kimberly Seals Allers, BA, MS, Narrative Nation/Irth

1:50 pm – 2:20 pm	 Lactation Landscape in Chicago
			   Jo Ann Allen, MSN, RN, IBCLC, Mama Jo Ann Lactation Consultant

2:20 pm – 2:35 pm	 Q&A with Kimberly Seals Allers and Jo Ann Allen



MONDAY, APRIL 20 continued

2:35 pm – 2:50 pm	 Afternoon Break with Exhibitors (Grand Foyer)

2:50 pm – 3:20 pm	 Global Perspectives on Human Milk Banking Integrated into Newborn and 	
			   Nutritional Care for Vulnerable Infants
			   Kimberly Mansen, PSPH, RDN, PATH

3:20 pm – 3:50 pm	 Human Milk Banking in India: Progress, Challenges, and the Way Forward
			   Rajinder Gulati, MD, FIAP, National Health Mission (Punjab) India

3:50 pm – 4:20 pm	 European Regulation of Human Milk 
			   Daniel Klotz, Professor, MD, MHBA, Bethel Center for Pediatrics, 
			   University of Bielefeld

4:20 pm – 4:50 pm	 AAP Clinical Report: Promoting Human Milk and Lactation 
			   for the VLBW Infant
			   Meg Parker, MD, MPH, UMass Memorial Health

4:50 pm – 5:00 pm	 Q&A with Rajinder Gulati, Daniel Klotz, Kimberly Mansen and Meg Parker

5:00 pm – 5:40 pm	 Please board the shuttles to travel to the Milk Bank Mingle.  Shuttles will be in the front of the 
			   Loews Chicago O’Hare Hotel. Shuttles will leave at 5:10 pm, 5:20 pm, 5:30 pm and 5:40 pm.

5:30 pm – 8:00 pm	 Milk Bank Mingle at Mothers’ Milk Bank of Western Great Lates

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm	 Shuttles return from the Milk Bank Mingle to the hotel



Protecting Every Drop.
Cold chain packaging engineered for donor human milk.

Thermo Chill® Insulated Shippers
Engineered for 1–2 day shipments.  

Lightweight, reusable, cost-effective. 
Ideal for donor milk & biologicals.

ICE-BRIX® Gel Refrigerants
Leak-proof, odorless, non-toxic.  

Consistent low-temp performance. 
Multiple sizes for any application.

40+ Years of Expertise GMP Manufacturing In-House Testing Lab Custom Engineering

Trusted by milk banks, hospitals, and laboratories nationwide.  
From donor collection to NICU delivery, Polar Tech’s insulated packaging systems maintain critical temperature integrity for 
pasteurized donor human milk.

HMBANA International Donor Milk Conference  
April 20–21, 2026  •  Rosemont, IL

www.polar-tech.com 
800-423-2749  |  Genoa, IL 60135

ICE-BRIX®  |  Thermo Chill®  |  RE-FREEZ-R-BRIX®  |  ABSOLUTE ZERO™

© 2026 Polar Tech Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Visit Us at Booth #3

(Inside of package.  
Packouts may vary.)



TUESDAY, APRIL 21 Functions are in the Guggenheim Ballroom unless noted otherwise

7:00 am – 8:00 am	 Registration is Open (The Studio)

7:00 am – 8:00 am	 Breakfast with Exhibitors (Louvre & Grand Foyer)

7:00 am – 1:00 pm	 Exhibits are Open (Grand Foyer) 

8:00 am – 8:05 am	 Opening Remarks
			   Summer Kelly, MS, RN, IBCLC, Mothers’ Milk Bank of the 
			   Western Great Lakes

8:05 am – 8:50 am	 Donor Milk: An Optimal Choice for Special Outpatient Circumstances
			   Anne Eglash, MD, NABBLM-C, IBCLC, FABM, The Institute for the 
			   Advancement of Breastfeeding and Lactation Education

8:50 am – 9:15 am	 Building Bridges to Recruit Donors, Engage in Equity, 
			   and Support Families
			   Katera Goldman, CPT, Mothers’ Milk Bank of the Western Great Lakes

9:15 am – 9:45 am	 Data-Driven Solutions to Increase Milk Donor Engagement and 
			   Production Capacity
			   Miena Hall, MD, IBCLC, Mothers’ Milk Bank of the Western Great Lakes

9:45 am – 10:00 am	 Q&A with Anne Eglash, Katera Goldman and Miena Hall

10:00 am – 10:20 am	 Morning Break with Exhibitors

10:30 am – 10:50 am	 Contextualizing Donor Human Milk in the Wider Lens of Infant Feeding
			   Maryanne Perrin, PhD, MBA, RDN, University of North Carolina Greensboro

10:50 am – 11:20 am	 Human Milk Nutrient Fortification – Gaps and Opportunities to Impact the 	
			   Health and Development of the High-Risk Infant
			   Deborah O’Connor, PhD, RD, University of Toronto

11:20 am – 11:50 am	 The Small and Vulnerable Newborn Framework: Prevention and Care to 		
			   Improve Survival, Healthy Growth, and Development
			   Nigel Rollins, MD, FRCPCh, Health Queen’s University Belfast, WHO

11:50 am – 12:00 pm	 Q&A with Maryanne Perrin, Deborah O'Connor, Nigel Rollins

12:00 pm – 12:50  pm	 Lunch & Time with Exhibitors (Louvre & Grand Foyer)

12:50 pm – 1:00 pm	 Exhibitor Raffle

1:00 pm – 1:10 pm	 Family Story with Sevan Davis, Senonca Davis and Van Davis

1:10 pm – 1:40 pm	 Drug Residues in Pasteurized Donor Human Milk: 
			   A Comprehensive Analytical Approach 
			   Michelle Brenner, MD, The King’s Daughters Milk Bank at CHKD



1:40 pm – 2:10 pm	 Predicting and Optimizing ‘Coming to Volume’
			   Aloka Patel, MD, Rush University

2:10 pm – 2:40 pm	 Navigating Breastfeeding for Babies with Feeding Challenges
			   Jill Rabin, MS, CCC-SLP/L, IBCLC, Jill Rabin LLC

2:40 pm – 2:55 pm	 Q&A with Michelle Brenner, Aloka Patel and Jill Rabin

2:55 pm – 3:10 pm	 Afternoon Break (Grand Foyer)

3:10 pm – 3:40 pm	 Donor Human Milk vs Formula Supplementation on Microbiome 
			   Development in Vaginally Born, Full-Term Infants Exposed to 
			   Antibiotics During Labor: A Pilot Randomized Controlled Trial 
			   Meredith Brockway, PhD, RN, IBCLC, University of Calgary

3:40 pm – 4:10 pm	 Optimizing Milk Bank Processes with AI
			   Natalia Summerville, PhD, Duke University

4:10 pm – 4:40 pm	 Donor Human Milk Utilization and its Evolution
			   Michael Cappello, DO, Advocate Children's Medical Group Neonatology

4:40 pm – 4:55 pm	 Q&A with Meredith Brockway, Natalia Summerville and Michael Cappello

4:55 pm – 5:00 pm	 Closing Remarks

TUESDAY, APRIL 21 continued







POSTERS PRESENTATIONS: MONDAY, APRIL 20 from 12:05 pm - 1:05 pm in Louvre

A Framework for Evaluation of New Processing Technologies in Human Milk Banking 
presented by Laura Klein, PhD, Australian Red Cross Lifeblood, lklein@redcrossblood.org.au

A Quality-Improvement Approach to Increasing Donor Milk Use in a Community Hospital 
Setting presented by Gina Trachimowicz, MD, Maine Medical Center, 
trachimowicz@maineneonatology.com

Drops of Love: A Community-Led Donor Milk Sharing Initiative Advancing Equity in New Jersey 
presented by Brittany Wright, MPH, IBCLC, Perinatal Health Equity Initiative, 
brittany@perinatalequity.org

Empowering Mothers, Nourishing Babies: Dawn's Community-based Pathway to Donor 
Milk Access in Uganda presented by Hollie Sharrock, FNP-C, CNM, Dawn Mother-Baby Care 
Midwives Initiative Limited, sharrocknp@gmail.com

Enhancing the Nutritional Profile of Donor Human Milk Using Lyophilization presented by 
Jennifer Kaswick, MD, FAAP, Maria Fareri Children's Hospital at Westchester Medical Center, 
Jennifer.Kaswick@wmchealth.org

Expanding Equity: Provider Perspectives on Breastfeeding, Donor Milk, and the Religious 
Fatwa concerning Pasteurized Donor Human Milk presented by Linda Dech, MPH, IBCLC, 
Minnesota Milk Bank for Babies, linda.dech@mnmilkbank.org

Exploring the Experience of Human Milk Use in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) 
in Nigeria: A Scoping Review presented by Esther Iwayemi, University of North Carolina 
Greensboro, efiwayemi@uncg.edu

From Vision to Vanguard: 30 Years of Building Breastfeeding Medicine Around the World 
presented by Rima Strassman, Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine, momnachas4@gmail.com

Got MILLK? Developing a Metrics-Informed Tool to Measure Hospital Milk Room Workload 
presented by Kerry Pilgrim, RN, UF Health Shands, kerry.pilgrim@ufhealth.org

Human Milk Banking in Nepal: An Initiative to Strengthen Newborn Nutrition presented by 
Smriti Poudel, RN, Paropakar Maternity and Women's Hospital, poudelsmriti26@gmail.com

Impact of Defatting and Pasteurization on Human Milk Composition and Fatty Acid Profile: 
Comparative Analysis of Defatted Milk and Cream presented by Aleshia Peña, University of 
Minnesota, even0097@umn.edu

Increasing Use of Pasteurized Donor Human Milk Over Formula in a Well-Newborn Nursery: 
A Qualitative-Informed Quality Improvement Project in Progress presented by Yasmiin 
Moghaddam, PhD Student, UC Davis Health, ymoghaddam@health.ucdavis.edu

Incremental Innovation in Human Milk Banking, its Training Modules and its Socio-economic 
impact on Indian Society presented by Vrushali Deshpande, M. Pharm, Pursuing PhD, JVD 
Mettle Innovations Pvt Ltd, vrushali@mettleinnovations.in
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POSTERS PRESENTATIONS: MONDAY, APRIL 20 from 12:05 pm - 1:05 pm in Louvre

Leveraging Epic EHR Tools to Enhance Donor Engagement and Operational Efficiency in 
a University-Based Milk Bank presented by Alison Wolf, CPNP, IBCLC, PCQI, University of 
California Health Milk Bank, akwolf@health.ucsd.edu

Optimizing the Milk Banking Ecosystem: A Model of Efficiency, Accessibility, and Sustainability 
in Southern Taiwan presented by Yung-Chieh Lin, MD, PhD, Taiwan Southern Human Milk Bank, 
Department of Pediatrics, National Cheng Kung University & Hospital, appledr@hotmail.com

Pasteurized Donor Milk and Bridge Milk Process Mapping presented by Elizabeth Kirts, MPH, 
ICCE, IBCLC, RLC, University of Utah Hospital, elizabeth.kirts@hsc.utah.edu

Providing Choice: Exploring Maternal Perceptions of Infant Feeding when Supplementation is 
Required presented by Meredith Brockway, PhD, RN, IBCLC, University of Calgary, 
mlbrockw@ucalgary.ca

Quality Improvement (Policy Implementation): Enhancing Breastfeeding and Breast Milk 
Feeding Through Donor Human Milk Supplementation in the Well Baby Population presented 
by Lisa Shuffield, MSN, IBCLC, RN, Marian Regional Medical Center Dignity Health®, 
lisa.shuffield@commonspirit.org

Standards, Systems, and Science: Mapping Actionable Levers to Improve Donor Milk Uptake 
presented by Michelle Nirumandrad, The Human Milky Way, 
michelle@thehumanmilkyway.com

The Global Commercialization of Human Milk for Infant Consumption: A Scoping Review 
presented by Heather Rusi, RN, MHDFS, MIHMEP, University of Calgary, heather.rusi@ucalgary.ca

Understanding Mother’s Decisions Around Use of Donor Human Milk for Supplementation 
presented by Maria Khalid, University of Calgary, maria.khalid@ucalgary.ca

Use of Donor Milk in Infants Born Moderate-late Preterm: Insights from a Randomized Trial 
presented by Laura Klein, PhD, Australian Red Cross Lifeblood, lklein@redcrossblood.org.au 

What is Known About Milk Bank Donation During Perinatal Bereavement: A Scoping Review 
presented by Victoria Fonville, MS, University of North Carolina Greensboro, 
vsfonville@uncg.edu
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Tour the Mothers’ Milk Bank of the Western Great Lakes
15,000 sq ft facility • Live Bottling Line Demonstrations

• Time to connect
• No additional cost to attend

Food & Drinks
Deep Dish Pizza • Savory Pierogi • Chopped Salad

Falafel • Shawarma and Pita 
Beer & Wine included

Milk Bank Mingle

Shuttle Schedule
Depart hotel: 5:10 pm, 5:20 pm, 5:30 pm, 5:40 pm 

Return: 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Location
Milk Bank WGL

560 Bonnie Lane
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007





CONTINUING EDUCATIONAL CREDIT INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS

The International Donor Milk Conference has secured approval for up to 13.25 Continuing 
Education (CE) hours through Amedco LLC for physicians, nurses, and dietitians, as well as up 
to 10.75 CERPs for lactation consultants through IBLCE. 
 
Amedco Continuing Education Credits 
At the conclusion of the conference, attendees will receive a link to the Amedco evaluation 
portal. To receive CE credit, participants must complete the online evaluation and 
claim the number of credits corresponding to the sessions attended. Once the evaluation 
is submitted and credits are claimed, participants will be able to immediately download or print 
their CE certificate for their records. 
 
If you need to access your certificate after the conference, you may return to the Amedco portal 
at any time to retrieve it. 
 
IBLCE Continuing Education Credits (CERPs) 
At the conclusion of the conference, attendees will receive a link to the IBLCE CERPs request 
form. To receive CERPs, participants must complete the CERPs request form by May 1, 
2026. Certificates will be emailed to participants by May 15, 2026. 
For certificate corrections or questions about CERPs, please email kadi@hmbana.org. 
 
Joint Accreditation Statement 
In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned 
and implemented by Amedco LLC and Human Milk Banking 
Association of North America. Amedco LLC is jointly accredited 
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education 
(ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to 
provide continuing education for the healthcare team.   
  
Professions in scope for this activity are listed below.   
Amedco Joint Accreditation Provider Number: 4008163   
  
Physicians  
Amedco LLC designates this live activity for a maximum of 13.25 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits™ for physicians. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent 
of their participation in the activity.   
 
Nurses   
Amedco LLC designates this activity for a maximum of 13.25 ANCC contact hours.   
 
Dietitians  
Amedco LLC designates this activity for a maximum of 13.25 CPEU.  
  
HMBANA has been accepted by International Board of Lactation Consultant Examiners® (IBLCE®) as a Preferred 
Provider for the listed Continuing Education Recognition Points (CERPs) programme. Determination of CERPs 
eligibility or Preferred Provider status does not imply IBLCE®’s endorsement or assessment of education quality. 
INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF LACTATION CONSULTANT EXAMINERS®, IBLCE®, INTERNATIONAL BOARD 
CERTIFIED LACTATION CONSULTANT®, and IBCLC® are registered marks of the International Board of Lactation 
Consultant Examiners.



SMARTER 
FEEDING. Safer 
outcomes with 
MilkTracker.

ADVANCING. INNOVATING.
The leading provider of technology solutions

for the NICU of tomorrow.
Our suite of solutions empowers families while streamlining 
workflows for care teams, fostering connection throughout 
the NICU journey. We continually update our solutions with 
innovative features that will shape the NICU of the future for 
better outcomes for neonates and their families.

Protecting a 
Lifeline with 
Science You 
Can Trust.
Built on a commitment to improving 
public health, bioMérieux supports 
milk banks and processors with 
microbiology solutions designed 
to deliver rapid insights, so you can 
make confident decisions when it 
matters most.

Proud Sponsor of the 2026 
International Donor Milk Conference 
Visit us at Booth #22

Because every drop matters.

From the first moments of life, babies deserve the purest care. 
That’s why a new standard is coming. Designed with 
compassion, precision, and the highest level of trust in mind.

Crafted for the journey from donor to baby, this 
next-generation milk bottle supports the mission of Mother’s 
Milk Banks nationwide: delivering nourishment safely, reliably, 
and with love.

Coming soon. For the tiniest lives who depend on us most.
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From the first moments of life, babies deserve the purest care. 
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compassion, precision, and the highest level of trust in mind.

Crafted for the journey from donor to baby, this 
next-generation milk bottle supports the mission of Mother’s 
Milk Banks nationwide: delivering nourishment safely, reliably, 
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Thank you to our exhibitors!



Thank you to our sponsors!

Distinctive Partners



Thank you to our sponsors!

Summer Kelly, MS, RN, IBCLC
Mothers’ Milk Bank of the Western Great Lakes

Michael Pitino, PhD
Rogers Hixon Ontario Human Milk Bank

Lisa Stellwagen, MD, FAAP
UC Health Milk Bank, UC San Diego School of Medicine

Misty D. Virmani, MD, FAAP
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital

CANADA 
 

ALBERTA 
NorthernStar Mothers Milk Bank 
 
BRITISH COLUMBIA BC 
BC Women's Provincial Milk Bank 
 
ONTARIO 
Rogers Hixon Ontario Human Milk Bank

UNITED STATES 
 

ALABAMA 
Mothers’ Milk Bank of Alabama

ARKANSAS 
UAMS Milk Bank 
 
CALIFORNIA 
Mothers' Milk Bank 
University of California Health Milk Bank  
 
COLORADO 
Mothers' Milk Bank 
 
FLORIDA 
Mothers’ Milk Bank of Florida 
 

ILLINOIS 
Mothers' Milk Bank of the Western Great Lakes 
 
INDIANA 
The Milk Bank 
 
IOWA 
Mother's Milk Bank of Iowa 
 
LOUISIANA 
Mothers' Milk Bank of Louisiana 
 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mothers' Milk Bank Northeast 
 
MICHIGAN 
Bronson Mothers' Milk Bank 
Henry Ford Milk Bank-Jackson 
 
MINNESOTA 
Minnesota Milk Bank for Babies 
 
NEW MEXICO 
Human Milk Repository of New Mexico

NEW YORK 
The New York Milk Bank 
 

Thank you to our 2026 HMBANA conference content experts!

HMBANA Member Milk Bank Locations



HMBANA Member Milk Bank Map

NORTH CAROLINA 
WakeMed Mothers’ Milk Bank 
 
OHIO 
OhioHealth Mothers' Milk Bank 
 
OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma Mothers‘ Milk Bank 
 
OREGON 
Northwest Mothers Milk Bank 
 
PENNSYLVANIA 
CHOP Mothers' Milk Bank 
Mid-Atlantic Mothers' Milk Bank 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Mother’s Milk Bank of South Carolina  
 
TENNESSEE 
Mothers' Milk Bank of Tennessee 
 
TEXAS 
Mothers' Milk Bank at Austin 
Mothers' Milk Bank of North Texas 
 
UTAH 
Mountain West Mothers’ Milk Bank 
 
VIRGINIA 
The King's Daughters Milk Bank 

HMBANA Member Milk Bank Locations


